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I should be inclined to derive Abu'l-Fazl's icatar from
the Kasmirl wat, ' a road.' In that language the termination
"r is used to form diminutives (see pp. 33 and 37 of my
grammar), so that icatar could well mean a small road,
a pathway. I have not, I must admit, come across this
particular form in the course of my reading.

GEORGE A. GRIERSON.

Rathfarnham, Camberley, Surrey.

THE MIDDLE COUNTRY.

With reference to the interesting points raised by Professor
Rhys Davids in his article on this subject, the following
passages are found in Chinese sources:—

(1) Mulasarvastivadanikayadhikasatakarma, translated
by I-Tsing: " To the east is the country called Punda-
vardhana, and to the east not far from the town is the
sala-tree called Pundakaksa; this is the eastern limit,
beyond that is called the border-country.

" To the south is the town called SavfiravatI" (rest
is the same as in the Divyavadana).

I-Tsing's note : "The distance between the eastern
and western limits is approximately 300 yi (|f), and
the distance between the southern and northern limits
is 400 yi (|^) ; from the eastern limit 40 yi (Jjjp) to
the south lies Tamralipti country."

Elsewhere in a note to the same book he states, that
according to his experience one yojana is nearly equal
to one yi (|p), that is, a little more than 30 li.

(2) As to the identity of Ka-chu-u-gi-lo and Kajangala
there can be no doubt. In his note to Ka-chu-u-gi-lo
Yuan Chwang states that " it is sometimes called
popularly Kajangala."
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(3) In the Chinese translations of Dharmaguptavinaya
and Sarvastivadavinaya a different passage in the same
connection is found. The latter mentions the five limits,
i.e., south, west, north, east, and north-east.

U. WOGIHARA.
2, Schochstrasse, Strassburg.

THE " TAPROBANE " OF PLINY AND PTOLEMY.

I have read with much interest Mr. Kennedy's note on
" Seres or Cheras ? " in the April number of the Journal
(pp. 359-362); but I confess that I should have been better
pleased if our learned Hon. Treasurer had given his reasons
for (apparently) accepting Pliny's story of that extraordinary
Taprobanian embassy. If the embassy really came from
Ceylon, "it is singular that all the positive geographical
statements which Pliny has transmitted to us, on what
would appear to be such good authority, are either erroneous
or unintelligible" (E. H. Bunbury, History of Ancient
Geography, ii, p. 422). According to Pliny, in the reign
of Claudius (41-54 A.D.) " a freedman of Annius Plocamus,
who had farmed from the treasury the Eed Sea revenues,
while sailing around Arabia was carried away by gales of
wind from the north beyond Carmania. In the course
of fifteen days he had been wafted to Hippuri, a port of
Taprobane, where he was humanely received and hospitably
entertained by the king," etc. (M'Crindle's Ancient India,
pp. 103-4). The mention of Carmania need not, of course,
lead us to infer that the freedman implied that the northern
gales carried him from the coast of Arabia to that of
Kerman, which would be impossible; he simply meant that
he was blown across the Indian Ocean in a south-easterly
direction. In fifteen days (from where ?) he was wafted to
" Hippuri, a port of Taprobane." Now, where was this
" port" ? M'Crindle, blindly copying from Bunbury, says:
" Hippuri or Hippuros has been identified with a port called
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